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Welcome to this year’s International Day of Peace observance and thank you 
for coming. 
 

Please join me in paying tribute to the members of the Cyprus World War II 
Veterans’ Association.  You are the direct representatives of the generation that 
founded the United Nations and you do us great honour by your presence here this 
evening.  As a daughter of a World War II veteran, I feel immensely privileged and 
personally touched to be addressing you here this evening.   
 

I am also delighted to welcome representatives of the Cyprus Network for 
Youth Development.  This impressive group of youngsters has been engaged in their 
own campaign delivering messages of peace across the island and in various 
locations throughout the world.  Your presence here is particularly appropriate as this 
year’s observance carries the theme Youth for Peace and Development, with 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon calling on young people around the world to take a 
stand for peace.   
 

The lighted candle beside me symbolizes the worldwide peace vigil held by 
millions of people to mark this very special day.  By lighting our own candles we 
shine a message of peace and hope for all those in despair around the globe.    
 

We all have a part to play in waging peace; the elderly and the young alike.  
We must join forces in activities that contribute to resolution of conflicts, bridging 
cultural divides and fostering tolerance.   
 

The United Nations has been engaged on several fronts to bring peace and 
stability to regions in conflict.  UN peacekeeping missions -- and our efforts to 
support peace and stability and promote human rights -- are making a difference.  
Individual citizens everywhere, men and women in every society, are working to 
relieve suffering, and bring together people of different faiths or cultures. 
 

Since 1964, UNFICYP has worked hard to ensure that every day on this island 
is a day of non-violence and continuing ceasefire.   UNDP has been playing a special 
role in fostering peace building and co-operation in Cyprus for nearly a decade, 
creating opportunities for both communities to work together for the benefit of all 
people on the island.   Since it began its exhumation work four years ago, the 
Committee on Missing Persons in Cyprus has unearthed the remains of 700 
individuals and have identified over 250 who went missing during the conflict here; 
an important step in healing the wounds of the past and bringing closure to their 
family members.  And the United Nations Mine Action Centre for Cyprus has thus far 
cleared over 25,000 landmines on the island bringing us a step closer to a mine-free 
Cyprus.   



 
September 21st, the International Day of Peace, is an occasion to take stock 

of our efforts to promote peace and well being for people everywhere. It is an 
opportunity to appreciate what we have already accomplished and to dedicate 
ourselves to all that remains to be done.  
 

It is also meant to be a day of global cease-fire: a twenty-four hour respite 
from the fear and insecurity that plague so many places.  Twenty-four hours: to give 
relief workers a safe passage for the provision of vital services; to offer mediators a 
building block towards a wider truce; to allow all those engaged in conflict to 
reconsider their actions and contemplate their destructive acts.  Twenty-four hours 
may not be a long time, but enough for the world's leaders to begin to listen to their 
peoples. 
 

Although the word ‘peace’ is part of our everyday language, the reality of 
peace is sadly absent from the lives of far too many.  As we gather at this crossroad 
linking the island’s two communities, we join millions of people, echoing their calls 
for ceasefire, to end conflicts and to build bridges between peoples.  Peace equals 
hope.  By raising our voices for peace, we in turn give hope to millions around the 
world.   
  

Here in Cyprus, the United Nations remains committed to a comprehensive 
settlement.   Earlier this month, we reached the two-year mark of the beginning of 
the full-fledged negotiations.  We continue to believe that a solution is within reach.  
On this Peace Day, let us renew our commitment to the reunification of the island.   
 

Cyprus World War II Veterans exemplify how Greek and Turkish Cypriots can 
unite for the greater good.  I thank you for being here with us and joining us in our 
universal call for peace.   
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